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28 November 2013
Honourable Commissioner Sefcovic,

Transparency International as one of the stakeholders in the review of the EU Transparency
Register is looking forward seeing the outcome of this review process in the coming weeks
and the future interinstitutional agreement.
As we have expressed throughout the past years, and in particular in several hearings in 2013,
we hope that the European Commission will support a strengthened register that will
become quasi-mandatory in the short term and mandatory in the mid- to long-term.
We are aware of the diverging legal opinions on the possibility to make the register
mandatory and the procedural difficulties that the institutions see in binding their Members
and staff to meeting only with registered organisations and their representatives.
However, our hope and expectation would be that the Commission and the Parliament will, in
the last two meetings of the Working Group, keep the door open for a future mandatory
register and that this positive outlook would be part of the agreement.
Our hope and expectation would also be that, as part of the agreement, you would propose a
list of effective incentives through which the Commission and Parliament - potentially joined
by the Council - will encourage lobbyists to register before interacting with Members and
staff of the institutions, making the register quasi-mandatory.
Should there be no agreement on legal obligations, we propose that the agreement would at
least include, amongst others, a commitment of the institutions to provide instructions or
guidelines to Members and staff to actively consider the registration status of organisations
before they meet or before they speak at events that those actors organise.
Requiring registration of organisations before they are invited to formalised hearings or
before becoming members of permanent advisory and expert groups also remains an
incentive we consider feasible in the absence of a legally mandatory register.

EU Office
Rue Breydel 40
1040 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 2 235 86 21
Email: brussels@transparency.org
http://www.transparencyinternational.eu

In the coming years, Transparency International will continue and strengthen its efforts to
push for effective lobbying regulation as well as transparent and ethical lobbying across the
EU. The rules at European level are an important cornerstone in the overall system, and we
therefore believe that an ambitious agreement between the European institutions will allow
more ambitious developments across the EU.
We remain at your disposal for any further clarification, and look forward to future
cooperation in ensuring the integrity of European Union institutions.
Yours sincerely,

Carl Dolan
Director EU Office
Transparency International

